
When Ofonime Inokon-Anusionwu founded the non-profit 
organization weCare Africa* in 2010 with a mission dedicated 
to the sustainable eradication of poverty in rural sub-Saharan 
Africa, she had no idea how successful the enterprise would 
be or how many people she would be able to assist. An 

Environmental Engineer with D&B Engineers and Architects since 2009, 
Ofonime, a Nigerian native who completed her Masters degree in Civil 
Engineering at the University of North Carolina, Charlotte, was undaunted 
and determined to make a difference. 

That determination should come as no surprise. The name Ofonime translates from 
Nigerian African origins and means “patient, persevering and strong willed,” attributes that 
describe the dynamic mother of two quite accurately.

Making a Difference with Earth’s Greatest Natural Resource
After successfully completing a D&B-sponsored  
toilet/sanitary building facility construction project at 
the Ikot Etenge Primary School in Ikot Abasi LGA, Akwa 
Ibom State in southern Nigeria in 2017, Ofonime was soon 
at it again. 

In many rural Nigerian 
villages, the standard of 
living is low, roads are 
poor, and water supply 
and water quality are at 
best uncertain. In late 
2019, working remotely 
from the United States, 
Ofonime designed 

and engineered a project to bring clean, safe water to 
C.A.C. Primary School Number 2 and reduce the spread 
of waterborne diseases such as cholera, dysentery 
and typhoid fever. The school was judged to lack the 
necessary resources to promote comfortable and safe 
learning, so the need was vital. It quickly became weCare 
Africa’s first initiative of its kind. 

D&B gladly provided the funding to enable construction 
of the clean water project that would serve the school 
and the village. D&B President Steven A. Fangmann 
stated, “Social responsibility has always been a part of 
D&B’s mission and our chemistry as an organization since 
our founding in 1965. Though our recent contribution 
may appear small on a global scale, we are gratified that 
it plays such a vital role in the day-to-day lives of the 

children and families 
of the C.A.C. Primary 
School Number 2.”

Once ground was 
broken, the project 
was completed 
within four weeks, 
and since then the 
new water system 
has changed the lives 
of over 250 children 

who attend the school and their families as well. In fact, 
there has been increased registration of new pupils and 
a resounding upsurge in morale with existing students. 
Because of its successful completion, other projects at 
the school are planned.

“Students now have 
the availability of 
a safe and reliable 
water supply and no 
longer need to fetch 
water from the local 
stream,” Ofonime 
commented. 
“Our hope for the 
students is that they can now devote more time to their 
studies. I encourage both the boys and the girls to stay  
in school and to work very hard so that their futures may 
be bright.” 

“…they can now 
devote more time 
to their studies.” 
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D&B’s financial support turned into an Elepaq 4.5 kVA 
generator, four water outlets, two 2,000-liter water 
storage tanks and 100 water bottles for distribution to 
students. An ancillary benefit was that weCare Africa 
hired young men from the village to provide labor 
and instilled a sense of empowerment and pride. The 
school principal and school chairman will manage the 
maintenance of the generator and the water system 
components. All told, the C.A.C. Primary School 
Number 2 project has been a resounding success 
directly in line with the mission of weCare Africa for 
health and sustainability. 

For weCare Africa, empowering children as catalysts for the sustainable eradication 
of poverty in rural sub-Saharan Africa is core to our mission. We aim to achieve this by 
providing strategic educational resources to underserved communities to enable children 
to achieve a well-rounded primary and secondary education.

Since 1965, D&B Engineers and Architects has been recognized as a regional industry 
leader and innovator that delivers sustainable and cost-effective engineering and 
environmental solutions. The firm’s experts work with partners to develop creative and 
effective approaches for solving a wide array of challenges with a special emphasis on 
wastewater management and drinking water quality issues. The firm prides itself on 
implementing environmentally acceptable engineering solutions that offer safe and 
budget-conscious solutions for clients in the public and private sectors. 

“Philanthropy affects people’s lives,” Ofonime recently 
stated, “but the truth is, givers get more out of it than 
those receiving. Trying to create sustainable solutions, 
gifts that keep on giving, this is the goal, this is where  
I can apply my environmental engineering expertise 
and experience. I am blessed that I have been able to 
help people.”

Facing Challenges. Providing Solutions. 516-364-9890  |  DB-ENG.COM

Nigeria

“…givers get more out 
of [philanthropy] than 
those receiving.” 

Nigeria is the most populous nation in Africa 
and the sixth most populous country in the 
world, with over 214 million people. Lagos, the 
former capitol, is an international port and a 
leading financial center, as well as the largest 
city in Africa. 

Agricultural production in Nigeria includes 
tomatoes, rice, cashews, sesame seeds, 
fermented cocoa beans, cocoa butter, 
and ginger, among other crops. Industrial 
production includes oil, natural gas, 
information and communications technology, 
chemicals, forest products and many other 
items. A nation of numerous ethnicities, 
English is the official language of Nigeria.

About weCare Africa

About D&B Engineers and Architects
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Making a Difference in Africa

Draft sketch of potable water system 
by Ofonime prior to construction

Locals supporting tank  
stand contractor

Partially installed tank stand and 
local laborers

Local spectators employed to provide 
support to tank stand contractor

Installation showing four (4) water 
outlet controls

Partially installed tank stand

Fully installed potable water 
system and storage tank

Project plaque memorializing D&B and weCare 
Africa’s role in the clean water project

Local people employed to provide 
support to tank stand contractor

School children filling their new water bottles at the 
christening of the potable water system

Local youths employed to provide laborer 
support during the project
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